Legal English Language
Syllabus A.A. 2014–2015 II Semester
Lecturer: Randolph W. Davidson (Contract Professor of English)
email: randolph.davidson@unipv.it
Reference texts:
The Elements of Style, by William Strunk, Jr., and all Examples and reading assignment materials are available on the course webpage
Lessons:
Wednesdays, 1600–1800, Aula III (Aula II on 25 March, 27 May, 24 June)
Lesson 1

Course introduction
Objectives, method and content

Evaluation – coursework and final written examination; student coursework


feedback; Letter of Course Completion
Legal English: composition, style and usage
Law journal article Examples A & B: ‘The EU General Data Protection Regulation:

Toward a Property Regime for Protecting Data Privacy’, Yale Law 
Journal
Assignments
Read The Elements of Style, ‘Elementary Principles of Composition’, para. 9-18
Read Notes on Style
Read What Good Writing Avoids
Lesson 2

Topics
Lecture: ‘Elementary Principles of Composition’

Lecture: Notes on Style

Lecture: What Good Writing Avoids

Lecture: What is ‘usage’? H.W. Fowler’s Modern English Usage
Assignment
Read Article 1: ‘Continental European Superior Courts and Procedure in Civil


Actions (11th–19th Centuries)’
Lesson 3

Topic
Discuss/analyse Article 1
Assignment



Re-read Article 1

Lesson 4

Topic
Discuss/analyse Article 1
Assignment



Read Article 2: ‘Procedural Harmonisation in the European Context’ (but only glance




at the footnotes and the Reference list)
Lesson 5

Topics
Discuss/analyse Article 2
Lecture: the Elements of an Abstract

Abstract Example - ‘The End of Jurisprudence’, Yale Law Journal
Student coursework feedback

Assignments
Re-read Article 2

Write an abstract for Article 2: 150–250 words + a list of Keywords
Lesson 6

Topics
Discuss/analyse Article 2

Critique student abstracts; compare with the author’s abstract (A paper copy will be
handed out in class.)
Assignment



Read Article 3 (The title of the Article will be chosen at a later time.)
Lesson 7

Topics
Discuss/analyse Article 3
Assignments


Re-read Article 3

Write an abstract for Article 3: 150–250 words + a list of Keywords
Lesson 8

Topics
Discuss/analyse Article 3
Critique student abstracts; compare with the author’s abstract (A paper copy will be
handed out in class.)
Assignment



Read Article 4 (The title of the Article will be chosen at a later time.)
Lesson 9

Topic


Discuss/analyse Article 4
Assignments


Re-read Article 4

Write an abstract for Article 4: 150–250 words + a list of Keywords
Lesson 10
Topics
Discuss/analyse Article 4 

Critique student abstracts; compare with the author’s abstract (A paper copy will
be handed out in class.)

Student coursework feedback 

Assignments


Read Article 5 (The title of the Article will be chosen at a later time.)
Read The Elements of a Formal Letter

Read Example of a Formal Letter
Lesson 11
Topics
Discuss/analyse Article 5 

Lecture: 
The Elements of a Formal Letter


Discuss Example of a Formal Letter
Assignments


Re-read Article 5

Write a formal letter (hand it in at the next lesson)
Lesson 12
Topics
Hand in the formal letter 

Discuss/analyse Article 5


Final written examination

Lesson 13
Course conclusion
Critique the formal letters
Critique the final written examination

Receive final mark/receive Course Completion Letter

Review legal English: composition, style and usage
Student coursework feedback
_________________________
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